              
                  IELTS Reading Comprehension Activity 
[bookmark: _GoBack]            Can an Industry be Trusted to Research Itself?
Over the past few years, much research has been focused on the purported health benefits of eating chocolate. Many studies have indicated that cocoa, the principal component of all chocolate, has many health benefits, especially regarding cardiovascular health. 
One major problem with the research is that most of it comes from the Cocoa Research Institute (CRI), a research institute funded almost entirely by cocoa producers and candy manufacturers. The obvious question is: Why should we trust the data about a product that has been funded by the industry that produces it? 
“That’s an excellent question, and one we hear all the time,” said Dr. Lyle Stemple, director of research at CRI. “But if the industry hadn’t backed the research, then it probably never would have been done. The fact that the industry paid for the research doesn’t automatically invalidate it. Almost every study we’ve put out has been later replicated by other independent research groups. Generally they’ve obtained similar results.” 
Dr. Stemple compared the situation to that of the oat industry funding research showing how oats lower cholesterol. Another example is soy farmers who funded early studies that indicated proteins and antioxidants in soy products might help heart disease. Independent research done by labs around the world confirmed these conclusions, and led to further research that has greatly expanded upon the early work. 
1- Global/Local/Inferential—Subskill:  Local—understand explicitly stated details and ideas
According to the article, what problem is associated with research on cocoa?
a. Much of the research is not done independently.*
b. The research is very expensive to conduct. 
c. Food product research is not respected by scientists.
d.Much of the research has not yet been replicated. 


 2. Global/Local/Inferential—Subskill: Local—understand explicitly stated details and ideas
What is the major problem related to the researches conducted about the benefits of chocolate?
a.The outcomes of the researches conducted by the Cocoa Research Institute cannot be trusted.
b. The Cocoa Research Institute is not a reputable research institute, so its research data cannot be trusted.
c. The Cocoa Research Institute dominates the funding of the researches about the chocolate industry and the outcomes of the researches are to be trusted.*
d. The researches conducted by the Cocoa Research Institute are backed by the chocolate industry.
3. Global/Local/Inferential—Subskill: Inferential-draw conclusions from the text
Why does Dr. Stemple compare the chocolate industry to other kinds of industries?	
  a. He shows how much the funding of chocolate industry is costly. 
 b. He defends the Cocoa Research Institute’s domination of the researches about chocolate  and how much people can benefit from those researches.*
 c. He blames those who are against the success of the Cocoa Research Institute in the chocolate industry.
 d. He believes that the researches conducted by the Cocoa Research Institute should be an exemplary to be followed by other industries.
4- Global/Local/Inferential—Subskill: Local-identify referants
In the third sentence of paragraph 4, what does ‘these conclusions’ refer to?
         a. The outcomes of researches conducted in other industries.*
         b. The outcomes of the researches conducted by the Cocoa Research Institute in the chocolate industry.
         c. Dr. Stemple’s opinions about the chocolate industry and other industries.
         d. The outcomes of the researches conducted by labs around the world.
*The sentences with asterisks are the correct answers.


